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Ferry Box and moves towards a 

European Marine System 

Observatory

David Hydes NOC

http://www.noc.soton.ac.uk/


FerryBox 
the idea and in practice

EMECO
A European Marine Ecosystem 

Observatory

David Hydes



To see the oceans as they 

truly we need to collect 

data over appropriate time 

and space scales

Ferry Box systems can help
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Marine Management

Information Use

Data Analysis

Information Needs

Monitoring Strategy

Network Design

Sample Collection

Sample Measurement

Data Processing

Reporting

Ferry-Box part of the monitoring cycle



The reality of FerryBox

ÅShip

ÅInstruments

ÅCalibration 

ÅCommunications



Ferrybox: the set -up 

Installed
April 2002





ñImmediateò 

Linkage



Satellite ground - truthing : within 1 day of data collection



Consistent data 

over multiple years



  

  

Consistency of data allows for calculations of means over a number 

year to be calculated (here 2005-7) and differences to be visualised


